1nis Material

is covered by copyright and may not be
quoted or reproduced without permission

g or helerenceg Use Only.

|

1T

Sonneborn mss.
Manuscripts Department, Lilly Library

Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana

# of copyright holder,

Harch 16,1948

Dear Delbrilcks

I wonder whetlwr you are still looking around for :
possible candldates for the opaning in Bilology at Vgnderbilt
Two people have occurred to me recently and I thought 1t might
:ai worth while to pass along their names to you for considerse

one . )

The flrst you may & spose of wery quieclkly,tut just on the
chance that you may not,hare he 1sa Chinege mmn of outstad-
ing 8bility,~T.T.Chéme. I tave known Chen well for many years
and can vouch for his abllity,industry and excellant psrscaal
qualities. H9 has baen at Oberliin,Hopkina and U.C.L..A, Fo 1ig
a oytologist end has done all of his work on the Protowa,
especially on their chromosomes. There 13 little doudt Mut
that he 1s the top man In the world on c¢hromosome cytolomy
of Protozoa. In skill and accomplishments in this fleld he
would be in the class with Barbara MacClintock in plant
chromosom@ cytology. For the last 10 years.approximataly,
he has been tecrmmically & research asgsistant to Jennings,
but aotually he has been a compleotsly indevendent invesiigator,
merely working on the same materlal as Jenningz. I'd e slad
to send you a bibliography of his mere important pudtlisatlionas,
if you are Interesteds. He 1s about forty ysars old,perhaps a
11t %le more., Bacause of the meial dlfficulty,he has had,I
bellisve no teaching position;but I have often heard him lsocture
end can assure you that he 1z a first olass leocturer. Hoe iz
@ poffoctlionist in all things,-in his cytologleal prevarations,
in his drawings,in his organization and presentasion of retomial
both in print and orally. He 1s also full of enthusiasm =md
would,I am sure,mks a stimulating teacher. Jennings is begine
ning to feel very smxlous about placing Chen before he retires
from active work himself,so that I feel quite sure Chan would
e glad to accept & reasonadly gpod offar. If you got Chen,
you'd have something to be proud of.

The second man 13 now on the staff at Hotre Dyme and has
had very extenslve and varisd teaching experience thers. Thisz
13 hig only teaching Job &8s he went there imredliately aftsr
racoiving nis Ph.D. undsr Ximball at Hopkins. Jou could write
Just,the head of the Do rtment there,as to how successful
he has been in his work at Notre Dame. e was at Hdopkins
during my last year there and startsd his graduate work under
my d rectlon,so I have some notlon of his capacitles,at least
at that time, He was a very good studont and ia extremsly
ambitionsg in reszearch,has his ey on important problems ang
is determined to tulld a rname for Bbuself. He i3 at preaent
Z9ttirg,I bellsve,a salary of 35C0,vut hd:is so overburdened
wlth teaghling that he would be wiliing to take leoss,1f necessary,
in order to have soms tims free for his research. He hasg dons
8ll his work so far orn Euplotes,the same orgunism that Kimball
wor«ed on,and hag done very good jobse. Kimball,as you procably
lmow,has dafinitely abandonsd work on Zuplotes and tld very
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| sting possidbilities which @ opamsd up are 1likaly to
liﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ: uidgné,unlass Powers zpts en opporiunity to carry on.

. Powers 1s in fact attemniing {undear very adv?rse sircunstances)
to do jJust that, He wants to push ahead on te mating tyops
hgrmones end,1f possible ,conne ¢t them up With mtigen-antibody
poagtions. Powers 1s 2 mm with 8 very attractlve perscomality
and would,I bellevs,fit in well with your group,p rticularly
as he 1s by birth a Southerner. If you want further information
about him,I'd be #lad to expand. You might also write %o

. Kimbsall end Jemmings sbout him 1f you care to do 30,

Chen is,I belleve,still unmarried;Powers has a wife eand,
I belleve,two small children. Powers is about thirty years old,
| or perhaps a year one way or the other.
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YHth best regards to you and yar wifls,

n ' . o : - Tours,

T.®.Sonneborn




